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ICE Breakers
May Berenbaum

Iwas invited to join the Council

of the International Congress of

Entomology (ICE).  I was an unlikely

choice for several reasons—among

other things, at that point I had

attended only three international

congresses: Hamburg, Germany in

that I deliberately stayed away from

attend, but events on multiple occa

sions conspired to keep me away.  I

suppose I might have gained some

points for dedication by making the

ried life by giving three talks), and the
rd congress at Durban became the venue

for a family working vacation (where not

But no matter—much to my delight, three

bership and I accepted the invitation gladly.

So far, it’s been a fascinating experi

ence. Spotty attendance notwithstanding,

I love the International Congress of Ento

opportunities to learn about things that

the Entomological Society of America or

Hamburg, for example, I attended a session

on ericulture (rearing Samia ricini silkworm

larvae for silk production), an entomologi

cal enterprise of which I had been blissfully

unaware until that afternoon.  Similarly,

much of what I know about pigeon pea and

urdbean entomology and edible mopane

worms, among other things, I owe to Inter

national Congresses.

decision had been made to designate Daegu,

members of potential host countries for

congresses beyond Daegu in 2012 aroused

my curiosity and sent me to the University of

to explore the dusty shelf with the proceed

one in 1910.  This is how I came to realize

that the Council had missed the opportunity

to commemorate the centennial anniver

(Anonymous 1910).  For this reason, I de

cided that that the International Congress

of Entomology merited at the very least a

That shelf in the library proved irresist

ible, and I found myself spending hours

paging through volume after volume of

proceedings. It was amazing to see the

faded photographs of faces with names I

had previously associated with

internal organs of insects (e.g.,

Harry Eltringham, of Eltringham’s

organ, at ICEII, Oxford) or types of

mimicry (Father Erich Wasmann,

of Wasmannian mimicry, at ICEIII

eminences in entomology that I

tributions had a sense of humor.  In

his remarks at the banquet at ICEII

in Oxford (Jordan and Eltringham,

the last Chief Entomologist of the

U.S. Department of Agriculture,

related the story “of the man who

banks of the Thames, and, his foot

slipping, fell in.  The man who pulled him out

said, ‘How did you come to fall in?’ and the

followed an inordinate number of toasts,

including “the usual loyal toast,” “the toast

of ‘Success to the Science of Entomology’,”

“the toast of ‘Les Dames’,” and toasts “to Mr.

and Mrs. Poulton,” “to the health of the Presi

dent,” and  “to the future Congresses.”

I was a little taken aback, however, when

I found the Proceedings for the 7th Congress,

have been a tremendous success—atten

volumes, exceeded in length the proceed

congresses put together.  However, it was

was an ideal venue for intellectual exchange.

This was only two years after Berlin hosted

Ok, it’s a name change, 
or extinction. 
Now lets see...
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after purging all German teams of Jewish

And earlier in the year, the city hosted the

Entartete Kunst (Degenerate Art) exhibit, a

collection of works—mostly by Jewish art

out Germany and displayed to demonstrate

their putatively subversive and revolting

less than three months later, Berlin would be

ish men to concentration camps.

Grimly fascinated, I started paging

ings.  It was slow going, given that most of

the text was (not surprisingly) written in

German, of which my grasp is fairly tenu

ous. But there were English translations of

some sections interspersed in helpful places,

particularly in the preliminary program,

which provided interesting details for

potential attendees about railway travel,

ference excursions, including one to Lake

Friedrichshafen.  I also nonplussed to learn

that Generalfeldmarschall Hermann Göring

Final Solution, was, along with Minister

of Education Herr Bernhard Rust, “Patron

elaborated (in German) on the helpfulness

of local politicos:

In großzügigster Weise ließ der Herr 
Reichsminister  für  Wissenschaft 
Erziehung und Volksbildung dem Kongress 
jede nur erdenkliche Förderung und Hilfe 
zukommen; gemeinsam mit ihm fand der 
Kongress weitgehende Unterstützung 
und Ausgestaltung durch den Herrn Gen-
eralfeldmarschall Göring , Beauftragten 
für den Vierjahresplan und Reichsforst-
meister, den Herrn Reichsminister des 
Auswärtigen von Ribbentrop und den 
Herrn Minister und Präsidenten des 
Geheimen Kabinettsrates Freiherr von 
Neurath.
…the Reich Minister for Science and

Education most generously gave the

Congress every possible promotion

Congress was given extensive support

and design by Field Marshal Göring ,

Reich Master Forester, the Reich Minister

the Minister and President of the Secret

Reichsprotektor of Bohemia and Moravia, in

which capacity he dealt with local student

protests by shutting down the universities,

ordering the execution of 9 student leaders,

and sending over 1,000 more students to

concentration camps.  The helpful Ulrich

Friedrich Wilhelm Joachim von Ribbentrop,

for war crimes and crimes against human

ity relating to ordering the deportation of

thousands of Jews from Vichy France, Italy,

Denmark, and Italy (http://avalon.law.yale.

edu/imt/judneur.asp. http://avalon.law.

yale.edu/imt/judribb.asp).

In Band V, in German, I found a list of

attendees and noted with some surprise

that among their ranks were seven ento

102).  I. G. Farben is perhaps most famous

as the chemical company that used slave

labor to man its factory at the Auschwitz

concentration camp, but it occupies a spe

cial place in entomological history as the

(hydrogen cyanide), the ostensible insec

ticide used for gassing more than a million

(http://www.nizkor.org/faqs/auschwitz/

des VII Internationalen Kongresses für

the opening ceremony.  Herr Professor Dr.

E. Martini of Hamburg served as President

of the Congress and master of ceremonies.  

The account of the opening ceremony con

cluded with the reading of a telegram that

had just arrived:

Den zum VII Internationalen Kongress 
für Entomologie in der Universität Berlin 
versammelten Forschern danke ich für 
das Telegramm. Ich erwidere Ihre Grüsse 
mit den besten Wünschen für einen guten 
Verlauf der Tagung and für weiteren 
Erfolg Ihrer Arbeit.

        Adolf Hitler
      Deutscher Reichskanzler

Thanks to the researchers gathered for

the International Congress for Entomol

ogy at the University of Berlin for the

telegram. I return your greeting with

best wishes for smooth conduct of the

meeting and for further success of your

work.  

            Adolf Hitler

            Reich Chancellor

tomology before stumbling across the

ICEVII proceedings, but I guess I shouldn’t

be surprised that Hitler would send greet

ings—after all, Herr Professor Dr. Martini

Begrüßungstelegramm acknowledging the

status of the attendees as guests of the Füh

rer and stating that “Der Kongress ist über 
seine eigentlichen fachliche Bedeutung hinaus 
bestrebt, auch wesentlich zu einem besseren 
Verstehen der Nationen untereinander 
beizutragen” (“The Congress is concerned

understanding between nations.”).  As it

turns out, better understanding between

th International Congress of Entomology

in Stockholm didn’t actually take place un

War II.  

Adolf Hitler’s interest in an entomologi

cal congress might also be attributed to the

animals a lot more than they liked many of

their fellow humans.  And, as it turns out,

Scheibel was a Croatian entomologist ap

he named a new species of trechine carabid

provided to him by a Slovenian collector

Anophthalmus hitleri, in honor of the new

A. hitleri
is small, eyeless, and restricted in distribu

tion to a few damp caves in Slovenia raises

some questions as to the nature of the honor

tribute possessed by the beetle is its brown

color—brown being the color favored by

the notorious Brownshirts (Sturmabteilung,

cording to at least some sources, Hitler was

pleased by the recognition and sent a letter

of thanks to Scheibel.

Because the International Commission

(Buzzwords continued on page 185)  
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(Buzzwords, continued from page 133)

genocidal dictators, the name A. hitleri
remains valid.  So does the name of the pa-

leodictyopteran Rochlingia hitleri, bestowed 

by one P. Guthörl in 1934 in honor of not 

one but two Nazis: Hermann Röchling was 

a German industrialist and long-time Nazi 

party member who by 1938 became the 

A. hitleri may soon join R. hitleri among the 

ranks of the extinct.  The small, nondescript 

beetle is in imminent danger of being col-

lected into extinction simply by virtue of its 

name.  Neo-Nazis regard the beetle as a form 

of Nazi memorabilia and have been paying 

Just what Neo-Nazis do with the beetle 

is a mystery, particularly to curators of 

entomology collections in Europe whose 

specimens have been stolen (Elkins, 2006). 

Although the insects are protected and the 

caves that host them are accessible only with 

a government permit, Slovenian entomolo-

gists despair of foiling poachers, given that 

the cave systems providing homes for this 

beetle are accessible across the border in 

Italy, where collecting them is not illegal 

(George, 2002). The risk of Italian poach-

resent the expropriation of their rightful 

prices for poached specimens). Thus, A. 
hitleri presents some unique conservation 

challenges.

In this one case, the most important 

component of a habitat conservation plan 

to save this species might be a name change. 

Appendix D 1.9 of the ICZN dictates that “a 

zoologist should not propose a name that, 

when spoken, suggests a bizarre, comical or 

1999 revision recommends that new names 

should be selected “with the subsequent 

users in mind and that, as far as possible, 

they are appropriate, compact, euphonious, 

ticle 25, Recommendation 25c) (New, 2008).  

The logic to date in preserving “hitleri

species to extinction at the hands of fanati-

cal Fascist memorabilia collectors causes 

this poor blind cave beetle deserves to be 

liberated from its unfortunate etymological 

history to ensure that there will indeed be 

subsequent users of whatever its new name 

might be.   
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Note: As always, I thank Martin Hauser, 

entomologist extraordinaire and spirit guide 

to all things German, for his wise counsel 

and bilingual facility.  I also note here that 

in 2001, Nelson et al. proposed changing the 

common name of Epinephilus itajara from 

J.S., E. J. Crossman, H. Espinosa-Perez, L. T. 

liams, 2001. Recommended change in the 
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itajara). Fisheries 26: 31.
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The editors are requesting submis-
sions of original extension-type 
articles about any aspect of pest 
management in the broadest sense, 
including, but not limited to, manage-
ment of pests that affect row crops, 
forages and grasslands, horticultural 
crops, forests, urban landscapes, 
structures, schools, households, live-
stock and pets, and human health. 
Articles should be written for one of 
the three following categories: 

 Profiles: Pest biology and ecology 
profiles such as for soybean aphid, 
emerald ash borer, and bed bug. 

 Issues: Emerging integrated pest 

management issues such as “Economic 
Thresholds in Modern Corn and Soybean 
Production,” “Transgenic Bt Cotton and 
Insect Management,” and “Prevention and 
Management of Bed Bugs in Commercial 
Buildings.”

 Recommendations: Consensus-based 
pest management recommendations, such 
as “Management of Potato Leafhopper in 

Alfalfa,” “Management of Cattle Ticks in 
the Southwestern U.S.,” “Management 
of the Asian Longhorned Beetle in New 
England Urban Environments.” 
The intended readership for the journal 
will include professionals who are en-
gaged in any aspect of integrated pest 
management, including, but not limited 
to, producers and individuals working 
in crop protection, forestry, urban and 
structural entomology, and medical and 
veterinary entomology. As an open ac-
cess journal, there is an author publica-
tion fee for an accepted manuscript. 
For more info: http://www.entsoc.org/
pubs/periodicals/jipm/index.htm
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