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Charles D. Michener was born in 
Pasadena, California on 22 Sep-
tember 1918. He is the world’s 

leading authority on the systematics and 
natural history of bees. He published his 
first scientific paper at the age of 16. He 
received B.S. (1939, Entomology) and 
Ph.D. (1941, Entomology) degrees from 
the University of California–Berkeley. He 
was appointed Assistant Curator of Lepi-
doptera in 1942 at the American Museum 
of Natural History in New York City. In 
1944, he published a classification sys-
tem for bees that was adopted worldwide 
and is still in use 70 years later. The same 
year—at the age of 26—he was elected 
Fellow of the Entomological Society of 
America. Michener joined the faculty at 
the University of Kansas in 1948 as Asso-
ciate Professor of Entomology. He was 
chairman of the Entomology Department 
from 1949-1961, and then again from 1972-
1975. He was awarded the Watkins Dis-
tinguished Professor of Entomology in 
1958. In 2001, the Association of Amer-
ican Publishers gave its prestigious R. 
R. Hawkins Award for the Outstanding 
Professional Reference or Scholarly Work 
of 2000 to Michener’s opus, The Bees of 
the World. In addition to teaching and 
research, Michener served as the editor 
of Evolution, associate editor for Annu-
al Review of Entomology, and American 
editor of Insectes Sociaux. He was elect-
ed president to five scientific societies: 
Kansas (Central States) Entomological 
Society (1950), Society for the Study of 
Evolution (1967), Society of Systematic 
Zoology (1968), International Union for 

the Study of Social Insects (1977), and 
American Society of Naturalists (1978). 
He was awarded a John Simon Guggen-
heim Memorial Fellowship (1955) and 
is an honorary member of the Brazilian 
Academy of Sciences. In 1965, he was 
elected to the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences. He is currently Curator Emeritus 
in Entomology at Biodiversity Institute, 
University of Kansas.

This interview occurred in Michener’s 
office at Lawrence, Kansas on 25 Novem-
ber 2013. He had fallen and broken his hip 
several months earlier and was confined 
to a wheelchair. Mich—as he is known to 
friends and colleagues—was 95 years old 
at the time of the interview.

Rice: It is a pleasure to meet you. It is a 
wonderful day.

Michener: I would like a warmer day. 
[Laughs.]

You have credited your mother with 
your strong interests in the biological 
sciences, but who is the person that 
really solidified your interest in bees?
That’s a good question. I know that T.D.A. 
Cockerell came to southern California to 
work with P. H. Timberlake at [University 
of California] Riverside and they knew 
about my interest in bees because they 
invited me to go there and visit them. 
Now just how they knew this, I do not 
know. I was already interested in bees 
and I remember one of the findings of 
that was I was getting some species of 
bees around Pasadena, where I grew up, 
I guess 60 or 80 miles from Riverside, 
and I was getting species that Timberlake 
had never seen, and at that distance you 
would expect him to have seen them. So 
he was very interested in that. Cockerell 
urged me to continue my interest in bees. 
In due course, he and his wife invited me 
to go to Boulder [Colorado] one summer.

You were a young boy at that time.
I was a high school student and he want-
ed me to work with him.

I think you were 14.
Could be.

That must have been an incredible 
experience.
It was, it was. I went there on the train by 
myself. My folks put me on the train and 
I got off in Denver and then got another 
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train to Boulder and that’s where I met 
the Cockerells. I had, of course, already 
met them at Riverside. Don’t hesitate to 
tell me when stuff I tell you now doesn’t 
quite agree with what is written. The writ-
ten things are more likely to be right.

I think your memory is still sharp.
[Laughs.]

What was your passion in entomology? 
What was the thing that most moti-
vated you?
The systematics and behavior of bees. Yes.

When you first started, did you say I’m 
going to do the bees of North America, 
or South America, or did you look at 
the whole world and say it has got to 
be done?
No, no, no, I didn’t! I didn’t look at either 
North or South America, but while I was 
at Cockerell’s place, I studied some bees 
that he had on loan from a collector down 
in California in the redwood zones and 
he told me I could look those over. I did 
and I described a few species from those. 
That was not quite my first published 
paper; that was on a nest of Dianthidium, 
a bee that makes pebble nests [with] peb-
bles cemented together with resin and I 
found such a nest in the San Bernardino 
Mountains. I reared the bees out of it, so 
I knew what species of bee it was; finally 
determined what species it was, and so 
that made a short note that was published 
in Pan-Pacific Entomologist. It was the 
first paper I ever published.

Do you know how many papers you 
have written during your career?
No, but I can look it up.

Okay, if it won’t take you too long. 
That would be interesting to know.
[Pulls a folder out of a cabinet.] I gave this 
figure to somebody. I thought it was you.

Was it 400 and something?
Yes, but the number has increased since 
then.

You are still publishing?
Yeah. [Long pause as he looks at his list.] 
Four-hundred and fifty-three.

Four-hundred and fifty-three. Wow! 
You’re 95 and still actively publishing. 
You have a lot of energy.

[Laughs.] Several of my most recent papers 
have co-authorship with other people and, 
of course, they have helped.

Let’s go back to your graduate school. 
What was one of the most unusual 
things that you did as a graduate 
student?
Unusual—I don’t know. I think I did most-
ly usual things! [Laughs.]

Did you have an assistantship?
Yes.

How much was that? Do you remem-
ber the amount?
No. It wasn’t much. [Laughs.] I was a 
lab assistant at [University of California] 
Berkeley in a couple of different courses. 
One was a systematics course managed 
by E. Gorton Linsley.

Oh, the beetle man.
Right. But he became a bee man.

Was that because of you?
I think so. He got interested in bees, 
because he went to UCLA. He had a 
teaching job as an instructor. I think he 
did not yet have his Ph.D. Anyway, I was in 
Pasadena, not far away, and how I got in 
touch with him; how, I do not know. But 
at any rate, I did. And he came and visited 
me and he was interested in what I was 
doing, which was already heavily oriented 
toward bees. And yes, he continued and 
published a number of papers on bees.

As a graduate student, you just had a 
usual career, nothing unusual? Never 
got into academic trouble? Never par-
tied too hard?
I think those two things are true. I think I 
was twice in charge, or second in charge, 
of summer field courses. One was in the 
San Jacinto Mountains and the other, 
where Linsley was along.

That must have been quite an honor to 
be in charge of the field course?
Yes, I suppose. I’m sure.

Speaking of students, you have trained 
over 80 students. Forty-two of them 
earned a Ph.D.
I have been told that’s true. I did not, 
myself, make a count. But somebody told 
me 80, or about 80.

So this may be a hard question, but 
how can you encapsulate or summa-
rize your influence on these students? 
There are so many of them; that is a 
phenomenal effort on your part.
Well, it was an effort, has been an effort. 
But the most important thing, I think, 
is to let the good students do what they 
want to do. Because if I start telling them 
what to do, they will probably do it, but 
not be as happy, not be as productive, 
as if they are doing it because they want 
to do it. So, I guess my main message 
is let the good students do what they 
want to do. Meet with them, talk over 
what they’re doing; every day or every 
week. But don’t direct them. Don’t tell 
them you’ve got to do this and you’ve 
got to do that.

So you gave your graduate students 
great academic freedom to pursue 
their research dreams.
Right, and they published their results, 
usually under their own names—alone.

Why is that? It is common to have both 
the student and the major advisor as 
co-authors.
It is common and if the major advisor 
contributed that much, okay. But if the 
student does what he wants to do, the 
major advisor may only be the person 
who found some money to keep them 
alive or something like that. [Laughs.] 
No, I varied in that, but variation based 
on what’s my contribution versus what’s 
the student’s contribution.

Michener studying bees at microscope, 2014.
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Other than letting them pursue their 
own research dream, did you have a 
favorite quote or a favorite encour-
agement you gave every student when 
they came in and sat down and said, 
“Mich, I’m ready to get started”? What 
was one of the things you liked to tell 
them? Anything in particular?
I don’t think so. Well, do you have money? 
Do you need an assistantship? Or helping 
out in those ways. Sometimes they would 
be teaching assistants to other faculty, or 
to me. Sometimes they would be research 
assistants.

In your Annual Review of Entomology 
article, you wrote extensively of your 
mother’s influence on your passion for 
natural history. Were there other peo-
ple that strongly influenced your path 
in entomology?
One of the most important influences was 
my wife—Mary Hastings Michener. She 
was a student in an entomology lab in 
which I was the teaching assistant. Then 
came the end of the semester. We came 
to know one another casually. We went 
out to a couple of movies, then traveled 
together to our homes and parents in 
southern California. We were married on 
New Year’s Day. Except for Mary and me, 
no one thought this was a wise decision. 
They thought we hardly knew one anoth-
er, but we lived together for 70 very good 
years after that. With an undergraduate 
degree in entomology, she knew various 
entomologists, knew what they do, what 
they hope to do, etc. In wide travels, she 
helped me in writing, in collecting, and 
in behavioral observations, but especially 
in meeting entomologists and their fam-
ilies from distant lands. Thanks to my 
work on bee systematics and on social 
behavior of bees that live in small colo-
nies, we were able to travel widely to do 
field studies of diverse groups of bees. 
We took our four children with us, so 
each had three or four years’ experience 
in school, having to speak and learn in 
the appropriate language. Surprisingly, 
they did not complain, but supported 
my traveling and research with them. I 
could not have done the collecting and 
research that I did without the support 
of my wife and family.

Let’s go back to your bees. Do you 
know how many new species you have 
described?

I do not know. It 
is not huge. I’m 
not like C. P. 
Alexander.1

Oh, thousands!
[Laughs.] It was a 
moderate num-
ber, but I’ve been 
more interested, 
really, at higher levels; that is, 
generic levels, and learning and 
speculating about the evolution, 
the phylogeny of bees, which does 
not involve describing so many species. 
It involves becoming familiar with and 
describing larger units of genera and 
things like that.

You spent a lot of time in the field 
studying bee behavior.
That’s true.

What is one of your favorite bee behav-
iors that you have observed?
First, let me explain that I directed my stud-
ies of behavior primarily toward the slight-
ly social bees, because a lot was already 
known about honey bees, which are highly 
social. Quite a lot already about stingless 
bees, which are equally highly social. And 
some toward bumble bees, which aren’t 
highly social. The colony is not long-lived; 
just one year. Each colony is started by one 
queen each spring. But the bees I gave 
most of my time to are those which live in 
groups of two bees, or up to a dozen or so. 
These are the halictid bees—sweat bees, 
mostly in the ground—and the allodapine 
bees of the Old World that nest in hollow 
or pithy stems. So, I spent a great deal of 
time sitting on the ground, watching what 
halictid bees were doing at the entranc-
es, and then we got them going through 
several generations in the lab. They have, 
even in a colony of two individuals, it’s a 
eusocial colony, not just an assemblage of 
two essentially like individuals, each mak-
ing its own cells, and provisioning its own 
cells, laying its own eggs. It’s not like that. 
It can be a eusocial colony with one queen 
and one worker, and the queen does most 
of the egg laying, maybe not all, and the 
worker does most of the foraging, maybe 
not all, and so there is division of labor, 
but it’s incomplete. My general idea was 

1 Charles P. Alexander described nearly 11,000 
species of Diptera, mostly crane flies (Tipulidae).

that by studying the behavior of the slightly 
social bees, I’d get clues as to what stag-
es the ancestors of the highly social bees 
must have passed through in acquiring 
their very social behavior.

So, studying bees over the years, you 
have probably had a painful encoun-
ter with bees. Have you ever been 
attacked by a colony of bees? Maybe in 
Africa by honey bees?
No, I tried to steer clear of those. I think 
they can be dangerous. But with sting-
less bees, I’ve had plenty of encounters. 
You know, the fact that they are stingless 
doesn’t mean that they’re pleasant. Some 
species are; some species are very nice 
and gentle. You can mess with them and 
they don’t bother you. But other species 
are very aggressive—come out and get 
in your hair and in your eyes and inside 
your clothing and crawl around and are 
sticky and smell bad.

Really?
Yes.

But they are not stinging?
No, they have a sting remnant, but it is 
inadequate for stinging. They don’t even 
try to sting.

But if they get into your eyes, it’s prob-
ably very irritating.
Oh, indeed. Yes. By the way, on the wall 
over there, you’ll see a picture of a little 
stingless bee in the eyes of a guy in Thai-
land. Those are bees less than two milli-
meters long. So they are really small. And 
he finds three species that are apparently 
specialists on eye fluids. So they get in the 
eyes of people, cows, dogs, even birds, 
chickens. And they don’t bother them 
too much. Apparently they have whatever 

Anthidiellum notatum, Florida. D
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it takes chemically and behaviorally so 
as to allow them to continue to suck up 
eye secretions. This guy tells me—I hav-
en’t read the article myself—but tears 
have eight times the percentage of pro-
tein content as perspiration. So he thinks 
that there has been coevolution between 
the eyes of some of these native southeast 
Asia animals and the bees that live there.

That is fascinating.
Yeah.

Have you ever seen this behavior occur 
in nature?
Yes, because I have visited with him. 
They are tiny bees, also in both South 
America and Africa not closely related 
to these, same tribe because they are 
all stingless bees. I’ve noticed that those 
bees are not common on flowers. But 
they bother people for perspiration and I 
wouldn’t be surprised if there are similar 
relationships in South America or Africa 
or both. Nobody is studying them, but 
this guy has studied them and is a very 
good man. He exchanges specimens and 
ideas with me quite frequently.

Spending time in South America, 
did you ever encounter the bullet 
ant—Paraponera?
Yes, she encountered me. They are very 
painful. Not quite sure what I was doing; 
I think in Brazil. I guess I was looking for 
nests in stems and a lot of dead brush 
was knocked down on the ground and as 
I moved some of that around I got closer 
than I anticipated to one of those ants.

Can you describe the pain from the 
sting?
Oh, I remember it. It hurt a lot. But I 
didn’t scream or do anything extraor-
dinary about it. No, I went on working. 
I’m pretty sure it was not fatal. [Laughs.]

Let me ask you to reflect on your 
career. Do you have a favorite 
memory?
[Shrugs his shoulders.]

You published your first paper 
when you were 16 years old. 
That’s 79 years of bee research.
Is it? I suppose.

So it is probably hard to pick 
out one favorite memory?

Yes, I really don’t have one. Of course I 
enjoyed all of this. I did it because I liked 
to and I think that’s an important part of 
our stories. Entomologists generally enjoy 
their work. And there are a lot of interest-
ing things about insects, like I just have 
been telling you. And it’s fun.

Seventy-nine years of fun?
[Laughs.] Yeah.

I want to change topics on you a lit-
tle. You were on the first editorial 
committee for the Annual Review of 
Entomology.
That is true.

And the first volume came out in 1956. 
I would have been one year old then.
[Laughs.]

But at that time, serving on that first 
committee, could you really have envi-
sioned the success that the Annual 
Review of Entomology has become 
over the years?
Well, how do you measure success? Sold 
a bunch of copies? I suppose. Has it been 
profit-making for Annual Reviews Incor-
porated? I suppose. Has it contributed 
to the ability of people like you and me 
to keep track of important works being 
done in other fields? Yes, I think it has. 
So, yes. You know there is a whole series 
of Annual Review journals of this and 
that. And I think many of them have had 
significant influence on their fields. Yes, I 
did think that this was going to be some-
thing useful and therefore successful. We 
had this meeting in Illinois [at] the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana. 
What I remember about that is going to 
that meeting was fairly early in my career 
because I flew there and I think it was 

the first commercial airline 
flight that I ever went on. 

Is that possible? 

That means it was before I went to Afri-
ca, South America, Europe, Asia, Brazil, 
etc. I wonder how they [Annual Review] 
knew enough about me to invite me to 
go? I don’t know.

You must have made a mark early in 
your career?
I must have. At Berkeley [University of 
California], presumably, as a student.

You were elected a Fellow of the Ento-
mological Society of America in 1944, 
at a very young age of 26. Who nomi-
nated you and what was the research 
basis for your nomination?
I do not know who nominated me, or the 
basis for the nomination.

You went to Berkeley as an undergrad-
uate student.
True.

And they included you in the graduate 
student laboratory?
They did. Yes. The graduate students never 
told me that I shouldn’t be there and of 
course the faculty member put me there. 
Yes, that is true.

Who was your major advisor at Berke-
ley for your Ph.D. and how was he as 
a mentor?
My advisor was E. O. Essig, a specialist 
on aphids.

Who would have been some of the 
graduate students? Do you remember?
[E. Gorton] Linsley was still a graduate 
student. Bob Usinger. Linsley Gressitt.

Gressitt went on to Hawaii and 
worked in the Bishop Museum for a 
number of years.
He did. I guess he grew up in Japan, or 
something like that, so he knew south-
east Asia and Asian stuff. But, yeah, he 

wrote his thesis while I was in 
Berkeley as an under-

graduate then. He 
was finishing up 

his thesis. So were 
Linsley and Usinger. 

They were ahead of me 
in progress toward fin-
ishing. Ed Ross.

Oh, Edward Ross!
He was a student. He and I went Hoplitis sp., Oregon.
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on some field 
trips from Berke-
ley. Went to lower 
[Baja] California 
once.

Was it safe to drive 
down there when you 
were students?
We thought so. Yes. It 
wouldn’t be now. But, yes, I 
think Mexico was a much safer 
place. And later I went to Mexico, 
after I came here. I took groups of stu-
dents to Mexico in the summer. We 
camped out. We collected. Noth-
ing bad happened. I wouldn’t do 
it now. Mexico has become a dangerous 
place. That’s what Mexicans tell me. They 
still do some field work, but they think 
it’s dangerous.

Did you ever encounter a dangerous 
situation during your international 
travels?
Driving on a back road in Tanzania, we 
came around a sharp curve and there was 
a large male elephant about 100 feet away 
from the road. He was probably startled by 
our sudden appearance. He turned toward 
us, flapped his huge ears, trumpeted, and 
took out toward us. My daughter, who 
was driving at that time, just kept her foot 
firmly on the gas. He gained on us for a 
while, but soon we saw that we were get-
ting away from him. We last saw him—still 
charging—as we turned the next bend in 
the road. I had a similar, but less exciting 
experience, with a black rhino.

I have several more questions. I hope 
I’m not tiring you?
No, no. Talking about myself is something 
that is fun. [Laughs.]

Nobody knows more about you than 
you.
I guess that’s true.

I have a question and it’s really about 
your legacy, and obviously it cov-
ers a wealth of entomology, but how 
would you like for Charles Michener 
to be remembered by others? When 
the name Mich is mentioned in con-
versation, how do you want people to 
remember you?
[Long pause.] A guy that did a great 
deal of work on bees, who studied 

their phylogeny, their evolution, their 
relationships, and also their behavior—
particularly their social behavior, but also 
other aspects of behavior—and related 
all this to the systematics. He was also 
a reasonable guy who was interested in 
students and other people and contrib-
uted to their scientific success. Some-
thing like that.

That would be a nice legacy.
Are those things all right?

They are perfect. I’m looking at your 
second edition of The Bees of the 
World. That was a recent publication.
2007.

Nine-hundred and fifty-three pages. 
This has to be a huge legacy also?
Yes. You see, it’s on my desk because I 
use it, but not for advertising—because 
I needed to find out something.

Bees of the World is now available 
electronically. Could you ever have 
envisioned going from a hard copy to 
an electronic copy available to anyone 
anywhere?
No, no. It is hard to envision.

The hard copy probably weighs six or 
seven pounds.
My daughter had a copy that she was 
supposed to bring from her job, which 
is in the city library, to our house, and 
she complained about having to carry 
so much weight. [Laughs.]

This is a major work and probably the 
summation of your life’s research.
Certainly about systematic mellitology; 

however, before that 
I wrote a book 
a b o u t  s o c i a l 

behavior in bees. I suppose 
you’ve seen it, somewhere on 
some shelf. [Laughs.] It came out 

a few years ago and also is a 
substantial book, but nowhere 
near as big as this. Possibly 
mention should be made of 

the fact that each major effort 
ended with a major book sum-

marizing the field. For bee evolution 
and systematics, it was The Bees of the 
World; for social behavior, it was The 
Social Behavior of the Bees.

Have you passed the mantle to some-
body else to work on the third edition?
Not exactly. There are several, there are a 
good number of very active bee people—
mellitologists. Mellitology being, in my 
estimation, everything about non-hon-
ey-bee bees, that’s apiculture, or some 
other thing like that. Mellitology is the 
rest of the 20,000 or so species. There 
are more people studying bees (that is, 
mellitology, not honey bees) in Brazil 
than any other country in the world and 
I believe that results from two things, 
three maybe. There was a much-loved 
Brazilian named Jesus Moure, a priest 
but inactive in that area, but very active 
in areas of publication on neotropical 
bees. He had a delightful personality. 
Knew everybody, everybody loved him. 
So that was one thing. I went to Brazil 
and spent a year there working with him.

Where was the location?
Curitiba, [Federal] University of Paraná. 
He had various people come and meet 
with me and Brazil produced a guy called 
Warwick Kerr, who is credited with bring-
ing the African honey bee to the Western 
Hemisphere [laughs], but he was also 
very influential. He had students; he had 
a good personality. I think these three 
people really started bee studies going 
in Brazil and they’ve continued. Former 
students of mine and those three guys are 
producing more students. Definitely true. 
There are more people working on mel-
litology in Brazil than any other country.

One last question. Do you need to tell 
me anything about your career that I 
haven’t asked?
I think you’ve asked about everything.

Halictus parallelus, Arkansas.
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I’ve asked a lot.
[Laughs.]

You were elected to the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.
Yes.

When it was announced that you were 
elected to the Academy, what were 
your thoughts?
Well, my thoughts were that this was a 
distinct honor and this is fine. [Laughs.] 
You, or somebody, probably have a list 
from the Entomological Society of Amer-
ica of members that are members of the 
National Academy. One of my students 
has become a member. That’s…what’s his 
name, at Stanford?

Paul Ehrlich?
Paul Ehrlich. Yeah, he was a student. He 
did a Ph.D. thesis on butterflies. You see, 
I had worked on butterflies at the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural History. Because 
my first job after getting a Ph.D. was they 
needed a systematist in entomology and 
they would be very happy to have a Lep-
idopterist, so I pointed out that I wasn’t 
a Lepidopterist. But they said you can 
say Lepidopterist and become one, and 
I did. So for several years, minus three 
during which I was away in the Army, 
I worked on butterflies primarily, but 
some moths, the Army made me work 
on a group of creatures, mainly chigger 
mites, and so I did work for several years 
on those. Continuing here after I came 
to KU [University of Kansas] with two or 
three Ph.D. students working on chigger 
mites, systematics mostly.

When you were in the military, that 

was during World War II, correct?
Yes.

Were you ever in the Pacific Theater?
I never was. I spent a year or more in 
Mississippi at Camp Shelby controlling 
malaria for Anopheles mosquitoes. Then 
I was sent to Panama to work on chiggers 
because chiggers were transmitting scrub 
typhus in northern Australia and south-
east Asia all the way up to Japan, and 
they needed somebody actually studying 
chiggers to find out.

Were you a lieutenant?
I went in as a first lieutenant and the last 
year in Panama I became a captain.

Did you ever regret leaving Lepidop-
tera at the American Museum and 
coming to the University of Kansas to 
study bees?
No!

Do you want to think about that for a 
minute?
No, I don’t think so. The job at the Amer-
ican Museum was, of course, a great job 
and at an interesting place; however, New 
York City is not the best place for bringing 
up your family. I had three kids at that 
time and we lived in New Jersey and I 
spent an hour each way each day going 
back and forth to my job at the museum. 
Up to then, I was a systematist in bees and 
Hymenoptera generally, but then I was 
becoming interested in social behavior 
and things I told you about before, and 
primitively social behavior, thinking about 
steps in the evolution of behavior. Cen-
ter of New York City is not the best place 
for studying this, and so I enjoyed being 
here where I could go out on the west 
campus, which means right here. And 

sit and watch these little bees go in and 
out of their nests, dig up their nests and 
diagram the nests, et cetera, et cetera. So 
I bring up my family in Lawrence, Kan-
sas, instead of Englewood, New Jersey, 
and New York City. So I was pleased with 
having abandoned that. And I continued 
my interests; I never—my major interests 
in the bees, or maybe bees and wasps—
never waned in spite of my work on Lep-
idoptera. I did reasonably good work on 
several groups of Lepidoptera, but they 
never were my main thing.

Well, Mich, it has been a pleasure, not 
only meeting you, but talking to you 
today. I greatly appreciate the time you 
have given to me.
You are welcome. I am glad to talk to you. 
You [said you] work on beetles? What 
group of beetles?

Longhorned beetles.
I see.

I did a master’s degree under Wilbur 
Enns at the University of Missouri.
He was a student of mine, by the way; did 
a Ph.D. with me. He worked on meloids, 
which are not bees.

This is interesting. You are my entomo-
logical grandfather.
Apparently so! [Laughs.]

What a surprise! I didn’t know that 
you were his advisor.
Yeah.

Again, it has been a pleasure. Thank 
you, Mich.
Good to know you. You are very welcome.
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